
DefineD Benefit Asset AllocAtion strAtegies QuestionnAire
for traditional DB or cash Balance Plans 
Each of the following questions is designed to gather important information  
that may be helpful in identifying investment models for your defined benefit 
(traditional and cash balance) plan.1

1. Will the plan terminate (not freeze) within the next 2 years?
 If yes, consider a 100% fixed income portfolio. Further discussion with your actuary and  
 financial advisor is necessary to customize the appropriate asset allocation for your plan.
 If no, proceed to next question.

2. Is this a cash balance plan? 

  Yes (0)  No (50)

3. Does the plan expect to make payment(s) that have a total value of at least 20% of the plan’s  
 liability in the next 5 years?   

  Yes (0)      No (1)

4. How would you describe the funded status of your plan (pension assets divided by pension liabilities)?

   Greater than 95% funded (0)   Between 75% and 95% funded (1)   Less than 75% funded (2)

5. Within what time horizon will the majority of the plan liability be settled?

  Between 2 and 5 years (0)  Between 5 and 10 years (1)  At least 10 years (2)

6. Can you describe your desire to make future contributions to the plan?

  High (0)  Moderate / Low (1)

7.  Which profile best describes your tolerance for volatility?

  Low tolerance (0)  Moderate tolerance (1)  High tolerance (2)

After you have answered all 7 questions, add the numbers (points) in parentheses for each selected response.

Point Total:  

Please refer to the reverse side of this questionnaire for the possible investment models corresponding to your point total.

You may wish to consider either the model corresponding with your total number of points, the model above (more 
conservative), and the model below (more aggressive). Note: Transamerica requires that the plan sponsor place 
12-months of expected payments (e.g., pension benefits to retirees, PBGC premiums, etc.) into a cash equivalent 
investment choice. Before applying an investment strategy, exclude the value of these expected payments.
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Model 0 100%

Model 1 10% 5% 2% 1% 2% 0% 90% 0% 65% 20% 5%

0 - 1 Model 2 20% 10% 4% 2% 3% 1% 80% 0% 55% 20% 5%

2 - 3 Model 3 30% 15% 6% 3% 5% 1% 70% 0% 50% 15% 5%

4 - 6 Model 4 40% 20% 8% 4% 6% 2% 60% 0% 40% 15% 5%

7 - 8 Model 5 50% 25% 10% 5% 7% 3% 50% 0% 35% 10% 5%

Model 6 60% 30% 12% 6% 9% 3% 40% 0% 25% 10% 5%

Model 7 20% 10% 4% 2% 3% 1% 80% 20% 55% 0% 5%

50 - 51 Model 8 30% 15% 6% 3% 5% 1% 70% 15% 50% 0% 5%

52 - 53 Model 9 40% 20% 8% 4% 6% 2% 60% 15% 40% 0% 5%

54 - 56 Model 10 50% 25% 10% 5% 7% 3% 50% 10% 35% 0% 5%

57 - 58 Model 11 60% 30% 12% 6% 9% 3% 40% 10% 25% 0% 5%

Model 12 70% 35% 14% 7% 10% 4% 30% 5% 20% 0% 5%

Transamerica Financial Life Insurance Company and Transamerica Life Insurance Company are affiliates of Transamerica Investors Securities  
Corporation Securities  are offered by Transamerica Investors Securities Corporation (TISC), 440 Mamaroneck Avenue, Harrison, NY 10528.
1Transamerica Retirement Solutions is prohibited by law from providing tax or legal advice. The information contained in this questionnaire is intended 
solely to provide general summary information and is not intended to serve as legal or tax advice applicable to certain matters or situations. For legal or 
tax advice concerning your situation, please consult your attorney or professional tax advisor. Although care has been taken in preparing this material and 
presenting it accurately, Transamerica disclaims any express or implied warranty as to the accuracy of any material contained herein and any liability with 
respect to it. Transamerica performs investment selection and monitoring due diligence related to the investment choices on Transamerica’s platform as a 
normal part of its business. Clients and other interested parties must consult and rely solely upon their own independent advisors regarding their particular 
situation. All investments involve risk, including loss of principal and there is no guarantee of profits. Investors should carefully consider their objectives, 
risk tolerance, and time horizon before investing. This is not meant to be construed as investment advice. Transamerica is not a fiduciary with respect to 
the plan as defined by ERISA including sections 3(21), 3(38) or 3(16), nor it is responsible for a plan’s selection, monitoring or de-selection of investments. 
Although the investment choices may meet the “significantly exceeds,” “meets/exceeds,” or “below” criteria, there are no guarantees of a profit and it is 
still possible to lose money from that investment choice. Transamerica Retirement Solutions does not provide investment advice. Nothing presented herein 
should be construed as a recommendation to purchase or sell a particular investment, product or follow any investment technique or strategy. Transamerica 
Retirement Solutions does not act as a fiduciary.
Transamerica Retirement Solutions (“Transamerica”), an affiliate of Transamerica Financial Life Insurance Company (“TFLIC”), 440 Mamaroneck Avenue, 
Harrison, New York 10528, and Transamerica Life Insurance Company (“TLIC”), 4333 Edgewood Road NE, Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52499, and other 
TFLIC and TLIC affiliates, specializes in the promotion of retirement plan products and services. This product is available from Transamerica Retirement 
Solutions under contract form number TA-AP-2001-CONT, a group variable annuity contract underwritten by TFLIC, or under contract form number 
CNT-TLIC 10-05, a group variable annuity contract underwritten by TLIC. TFLIC is not authorized and does not do business in the following jurisdictions: 
Guam, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. TLIC is not authorized in New York and does not do business in New York. Fees and charges may apply. 
For complete information, contact your Transamerica representative.
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